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The route of wooden churches in Olesno County – a sketch

Olesno County (Poviat) is one of the twelve counties 
in the Opole Province (Voivodship) (Fig. 1), located in its 
south-east corner. This is the area of the former Duchy of 

-
tice different wood architecture traditions from the south 
of Poland. 

As a result of the administration reform of Poland 
which was implemented a few dozen of years ago, Ole-
sno County was incorporated into Opole Province (Fig. 
2), and its area was also changed. Compared to its original 
borders, the County ‘lost’ Lasowice Wielkie Commune 

(Gmina) which was connected to the neighboring Klucz-
bork County and ‘gained’ the area of Rudniki and Praszka 

Fig. 1. Location of Olesno in Poland, Fig. by author

Fig. 2. Map of Olesno County, Fig. by author 
Il. 2. Mapa powiatu oleskiego, ryc. autor
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Upland.
That is why this paper presents all churches located 

at present within the borders of Olesno County, and not 
on the basis of their location in historically independent 
areas. Historically, this area with the main city – Olesno 

-
portant for the region – the Amber Road from the Bal-
tic Sea through Moravia to southern Europe and the Salt 
of the continent. A well developed network of settlements 
provided good conditions for the development of a large 
number of wooden churches [13]. 

In 1871, in his paper on wooden churches in Upper 
Silesia, Luchs listed 194 such churches in that area [11, 
pp. 109–121]. 137 of them have survived until today in 
Upper Silesia (Fig. 3), 18 of which are located in the area 
of Olesno County. Still at the end of the 20th century, there 
were 20 of them, however, several of them were destroyed 

A few characteristic types can be distinguished among 
wooden churches in Olesno County on the basis of their 
the church or private founders; cemetery churches located 
by existing or newly established cemeteries and votive 
churches characteristic of the times of wars and epidemics, 
including a special type of the so called bubonic church. 

All wooden churches in the area of Opole Region built 
between the 15th and 19th centuries were log structures. The 
churches built after 1742 had towers which were timber-
framed (post-and-beam) or frame structures because of the 

regulations introduced in Prussia on reduction of the use of 
wood which was needed for the development of industry [1].

The location of churches depended on a number of so-
cial, political, and historical factors as well as geography 
and nature. There are two main types of location – inside 
and outside a village. In the case of the latter, churches 
were located on hills [16]. This type of location was noted 

-
fend, and in respect of liturgy – as the most exposed and 
the spatial composition of the whole settlement by pro-
viding an increased scenic exposure and a landmark. The 
purely construction aspect should not be ignored either. 
It is important to choose a location for wooden structures 
which is less exposed to water, has a better exposure to 
wind and sunlight, and undoubtedly a location on a hill 
provides such conditions. There are also other types of lo-
cation which cannot be explained by rational reasons. In 
is connected with some past events often incorporated in 
legends or miracles as in the case of the Church of St. 
Anne in Olesno.

The distinctive features of the churches presented in 
this paper included their towers whose design was con-
nected with the whole building. For historical reasons, 
as mentioned earlier, all church towers which have been 
preserved in the area of the County are post-and-beam or 
frame structures. 

 [9, p. 15–16].
For static reasons typical tower walls were slightly 

tilted, which feature is much more frequent than much 
simpler towers with straight walls. It was Dienwiebel who 
systematically divided them into types [3] (Fig. 4).
They demonstrate, however, a few characteristic features 
taken directly from the Latin liturgy. As a rule, with very 
few exceptions, the sanctuary was much narrower than the 
structures and that is why the researchers were surprised 
with its consistent use. However, it has not been determined 
whether the pattern for wooden ecclesiastical buildings in 

-
sonry architecture or from the wooden architecture which 
was much more popular in those times. This opinion is 
shared by the Polish researcher of wooden ecclesiastical 

churches in his publication on wooden churches in Lower 
Silesia [3, pp. 88–93]. The churches built for Protestants 
have the most simple plan (Type A). The oldest churches, 
which one can come across now, are Type B churches with 

Fig. 3. Map of locations of wooden churches in Silesia 
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a rectangular nave, sanctuary, and sacristy. The most pop-
ular was Type C where the sanctuary has a three-sided end 
and slightly shorter or elongated sacristy in relation to the 
sanctuary. There are also examples of naves with three-
sided ends from the east or from the west (Type D). Those 
variants with additional chapels from the side of the sanc-
tuary or the nave which could be extended [29]. However, 
Church of St. Anne in Olesno with radiating chapels on a 
distinguished by Dienwiebel [3, p. 91] (Fig. 5). 

It is even known how much money was paid to the 
carpenter for his work. It was 

 [4, p. 48].
The journey around the area of almost over 970 km2

should begin from the most precious historic monument of 
the Land of Olesno – the
(Fig. 6). It is the only church in this area built as a pilgrim-
church, located in a little out-of-the-way place right outside 
of the town, is connected with a romantic legend about the 
daughter of a townsman from Olesno who was miraculously 
saved as a result of St. Anne’s intervention and a pine tree hid 
the girl with its branches from robbers who were chasing her 

[8]. Still today one can admire that pine tree trunk built into 
the place of that miraculous salvation comes from 1444. The 
that earlier shrine, dates back to 1518. According to accounts, 
the shrine was built by Marcin Snopek – the carpenter mas-
sources mention three forms of his last name: Snopek, Sem-
pek, and Senepek [4, p. 48], [7, p. 310]. As the number of 
pilgrimages grew, it became necessary to extend the existing 
structure [7]. In 1668, the body of the church was annexed by 
its sixth side being the connection to the body of the church, 
and a wooden copula topped by a turret located above the 
central part. The heads of the windows both in the nave and 
in the sanctuary were semicircular, whereas the forms of the 
windows in the radiating chapels allude to the symbolism of 
a rose in the coat of arms of Olesno, being one of the most in-
teresting forms of Baroque in wooden architecture, featuring 
squares and semicircles. In 1707, a sacristy was built from 
the north-east side of the sanctuary (Fig. 7). 

The whole church has a number of features character-
istic of wooden architecture of the region: above the choir 
supported on two columns there is a wooden tower topped 
by a bulbous cupola, whereas the nave and the sanctu-

Fig. 4. Types of plans of wooden churches in Opole Silesia, 
[3, pp. 88–93]

[3, s. 88–93]

Fig. by author

Fig. by author
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a thee-sided end is partly blocked by a longer sacristy. 
church’s roof goes low around the nave, the sanctuary and 
the connection, providing overhangs supported by columns. 
The whole building is covered with a shingled gabled roof. 

The most precious treasure in the church was a winged 
) workshop [20] 

but this masterpiece was stolen in 1994. The main panel 
of the triptych presented St. Anne with her family sur-
rounded by the church founders and the town councilors. 
Its wings showed four scenes from the life of the Sacred 
and the Adoration of the Magi. 

The side chapels were also richly decorated; different 
from south-east was dedicated to St. Anne. It was under 

the Elevation of the Holy Cross. The chapels dedicated to 

Another church on the route is the Church of St. Mary 
 (Fig. 8). Built in 1680 as 

until 1911 when it became a parish church. Renovated 
in 1955–59, it charms with its simplicity. The church is 
a typical example of wooden architecture in the Opole 
with the front tower connected with the nave which has 
a post-and-beam structure, covered with a shingled gabled 
roof. The tilted walls of the tower are covered with wood 
board siding, the tower had a spire with a pyramid roof. Ad-
The rectangular sanctuary, narrower than the nave, has 
a square end which adjoins the sacristy. Small storage rooms 
are located on both sides of the west tower. The tilted walls 
of the tower are covered with pine tree boards. The remaining 
walls and the roof were covered with wooden shingles. 

Its interior has exquisite ceiling decorations – the sanc-
-

ing. The choir supported on two columns is a typical solu-
boards. The west bell tower is crowned with an octagonal 
pyramid roof. 

The (Fig. 9), 
located south 

Fig. by author
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structures were built in the place of the original church 
from 1560–80; the present building comes from 1706. 
Just like most other churches in this area, it is oriented; 
the body of the church has a log structure and the front 
tower has a post-and-beam structure. The four-sided tow-
er with tilted walls is crowned with a four-sided cupola 
covered with metal sheet. The nave and the sanctuary are 
surrounded by overhangs supported on columns, covered 
with wooden shingles, just like the multi-ridge roof. Simi-
wood ceiling, whereas the sanctuary has a false barrel. 
The sanctuary has a polygonal end with Baroque decora-
tions of the high altar. The walls and ceilings are covered 
with rich polychrome by J. Marchwica from 1952.

The is located 
furthermost to the south in Olesno County (Fig. 10). It 

th century, though 
the present building is dated to 1630. The present building 
was renovated and remodeled a number of times which 
to different extent changed its original shape and furnish-
ings. The church suffered the greatest damage, however, 
by a cemetery, inside the village, at present it serves only 
as a cemetery church.

The church has a log structure with its front tower fused 
in the vestibule whose width is the same as that of the 
nave. From outside, the whole building, including its roof 
and the walls, is covered with wooden shingles. The tower 
with a small pyramid roof is topped by a bulbous cupola. 
Behind a rectangular nave, there is a narrower sanctuary 
with a three-sided end and a four-sided sacristy, adjoining 
it from the side. 

The sanctuary, which is covered with a false segmented 
vault, has late-Baroque decorations inside. The nave and 

-
ed on two columns from the side of the entrance. Similarly 
to most churches in that area, except for the church in Ole-
sno, the windows have segmented heads. 

In Radawie
Church of the Elevation of the Holy Cross (Fig. 11). 

mentioned in 1305. It became a parish church already in 
1500. It was extensively remodeled in the 18th century and 
its present shape has been preserved ever since. In 1650–
at present it is an independent parish. After 1945, it was 
renovated a number of times and to a different extent. At 
that time, the building, which is also a log structure, in or-
der to provide a better protection and stiffness was moved 
to a new foundation and placed on a masonry base course. 
Its external walls are covered with wood boards and to 
some degree also with shingles. Above the nave, there is 
a small hexagonal turret with a bulbous cupola. In the west 
part of the nave, there is an octagonal tower built as a post-
and-beam structure, covered with vertical boards, topped 
by a bulbous roof and a blind lantern. The nave begins 
with a vestibule which is the base of the tower. Behind 
the nave, there is a narrower polygonal sanctuary. It has 
a sacristy adjoining it from the north with a lodge upstairs. 
ceilings. The choir is unusually supported on four columns. 

The  is also unusual 

church of the parish in Olesno. It was built near the village 
on a hill where a small group of townsmen from Olesno 
hid during the plague in 1708. It is the only votive church 
in that area which was erected as a result of a lot of ef-
fort and with the funds from the townsmen who survived 
the plague. There is a town document from August 18, 

-
tion [6], [22]. This is how its unusual design can be ex-
plained. The church does not have a tower. Its walls above 
overhangs are covered with wooden shingles and boards 
in their lower section. The whole building is covered with 
a gabled roof with a steeple crowned with a helm. The 
sanctuary with a three-sided end opens on the side to 
a sacristy with a founder’s lodge upstairs. The date 1708 
The whole church was built on a masonry base course, as 
a log structure. The masonry base course is contemporary 
and comes from 1960 when the building was thoroughly 
renovated [28].
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At the end of the nave, there is a choir supported on four 
contrasts with the false barrel vault in the sanctuary. Also 
a closer reference of the style to the church of St. Anne in 
Olesno than to other churches in the county. The windows 
in the nave do not have typical polygonal heads, and they 
differ from the windows in the sanctuary. The nave has 
windows with semicircular heads, whereas the sanctuary 
has circular windows. The interior decorations correspond 
to the times when they were made – Baroque altar comes 
most probably from the times when the church was built.
Sowczyce, there is the Church of St. Anthony of Padua.
It differs from the other churches described above by the 
simplicity of form which is unusual for this area. The build-

-

a cemetery church. 
Built as a log structure on a new base course, it has 

walls covered with wooden boards. Its gabled roof with 
one ridge covers both the nave and the narrower sanctuary 
with a vestibule annexed to it. On the other side, along 
the nave and the sacristy, there is a wood clad addition 
too. The church does not have a tower, and there is only 
roof above the nave. The choir, supported on two straight 

Church 
-

building has been preserved until today. Originally, it was 
a cemetery church. Originally, it did not have a tower. In 
tower surrounded by overhangs and wood cladding above 

them. The massive tower has a pyramid roof with wooden 
shingles, a lantern with a bulbous cupola covered with 
metal sheet. Above its straight nave which has a gabled 

-
pola. The sanctuary with a three-sided end was annexed 
by a sacristy. 

-
ported on two columns, was extended along part of the 
walls of the nave. The windows, just like in the church in 

The  was men-
place comes from that period. The present building was 
1945, it served as a parish church. After that year, it be-

-
tion is typical of the area of Opole Region. The body of 
the church, which has a log structure, was annexed by 
a four-sided tower with slightly tilted walls topped by an oc-
tagonal bulbous cupola covered with metal sheet (Fig. 13). 
Above the nave which has a gabled roof, there is a small 

-
tuary was annexed by a vestibule, and the tower by two 
storage rooms on its sides. 

The circular windows in the sanctuary have outside po-
-

interior has late-Baroque furnishings which date back to 
the times when the church was built.

The
mentioned in 1312. The building burned down several times, 
and the present church comes from 1817. Only its sanctuary 

church was put back together in 1837 by the carpenter Jakub 
a log structure on a cross plan with two side chapels attached 
to the body of the church and the sanctuary much narrower 

in Radawie, Fig. by author

ryc. autor

Fig. by author

ryc. autor
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than the nave. Both the chapels and the sanctuary have three-
sided ends. The whole building has a gabled roof covered 
with wooden shingles with two ridge beams. In the place 
where the nave and the sanctuary meet, there is a two-staged, 
sheet. There is a vestibule annexed from the north.
Poland with masonry crypts with the tombs of the Sie-
church with the rectory. 

The interior decoration of the church comes from the 
middle of the 19th century when the church was decorated 
in neo-Baroque style. At that time, a bell tower was also 
added. The nave was covered with a groin vault and the 
sanctuary with a typical false barrel. The window heads, 
which are all pointed, also testify to the unusual design of 
the building. Both the choir with no columns and the whole 
interior was covered with richly decorated polychrome.

The wooden 
is located furthermost to the east in Olesno County. Al-
mentioned at the beginning of the 16th century as a church 
located in the place of the older one. In 1570–1660, the 
church served as a Roman Catholic church of the parish in 
times, including the addition of side chapels. The most im-
portant remodelings took place in 1767 and 1921–23 [21]. 

A tower with its post-and-beam structure was added to 
the nave which has a log structure. The whole body of the 
church was covered with one shingled gabled roof, where-
as the tower was covered with a pyramid roof with a metal 
sheet lantern. In the place where the nave and the sanctuary 
closure of the sanctuary was not remodeled, unlike the nave 
which, during the remodeling in 1921–23, was extended to 
the west by one bay. Additionally, at that time the width of 
the nave was extended north and south and two chapels were 
added, one on each side. A sacristy divided into two levels 
was also added to the body of the church. In this way an addi-
tional room was connected with the sanctuary by a window.
typical of the churches in this area.

The Church of St. Leonard the Prior in Wierzbie is 
located furthermost to the north. Although the exact date 
of its construction is unknown, a wooden church dedi-
the 16th
description of the church comes from 1668. The church 

-
placement of wooden shingles) and then in 1889 as well 
as in 1949. It was totally remodeled in 1971–1974 [19].

According to various sources, the building is an exam-

churches [25], with such characteristic features as a com-
mon location and time of construction (the 16th century). 
than the Opole type of churches from larch wood and they 
are log structures. The single-naved, oriented church in 

-
whole building is covered with a shingled gabled roof with 
two ridge beams. The only difference is the lack of a tower 
which would be an extension of the nave to the west with 
a characteristic form. Although the tower of the church in 
added to the nave, it has a post-and-beam structure and its 
walls are slightly tilted. It has a pyramid roof also covered 
with wooden shingles. The church has two side sacristies, 
one made of wood and the other masonry with monopitch 
roofs. The latter was annexed with an extension built dur-
ing renovation in 1949. Above the end of the nave, there is 
sheet roof. Two vestibules are from the front and the side 
of the nave. Special attention should be drawn to its side 
entrance with a wooden portal, unusual in the area of Ole-
sno County, from the 16th century divided in two, its upper 
circular section inserted on a rectangular door frame [24]. 
ceiling. The sacristy, however, has a different barrel and 
groin vault. The sanctuary is separated from the nave by 
a wooden, carved rood beam [27]. The choir, also made 
of wood, which is supported on two carved columns with 
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the parapet projected in its middle section, is a subtle con-
part is additionally decorated by the sculptural presenta-
tion of angels playing instruments [26]. 

The Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary in Uszyce is located in the furthermost north 
corner of the county. It is also one of its oldest buildings. 
form already in 1517 when the church was consecrated. 
In spite of being remodeled a number of times, it did not 

-
ish church again. The church, which has a log structure, 
has a front tower which has a post-and-beam structure 
covered with boards and a massive pyramid roof. The 

-
cal of the region. The walls are covered with pine tree 
boards, reinforced with special clasps, whereas the roof 
is covered with wooden shingles. Above the end of the 
sheet bulbous roof (Fig. 16). This is also a bell tower. Its 
in Polish. The sacristy with the founder’s lodge upstairs 
which opens to the sanctuary was added to the sanctu-
ary which has a three-sided end and is narrower than the 
nave. External roofed steps lead to it. The choir, which is 
located from the west, does not have any columns. There 
is a vestibule going inside from the south.

 and the Church 
of St. Nicholas is in that village. It was mentioned already 
in about 1353, but its present form comes from the turn of 
the 17th and 18th centuries. From the very beginning it was 

As one of few churches in this area, it has a bulbous 
roof above the tower with a lantern which is completely 
covered with metal sheet. A hexagonal tower, added do 
the nave, was built with the same height as the gabled roof 
than the nave, has a three-sided end. The walls, which are
covered with vertical boards, were reinforced with spe-

cial clasps; the roof has two ridge beams and it is covered 
with wooden shingles. One of its distinctive features are 
the round windows in the sanctuary. There is a choir sup-
ported on six columns from the west.

One of the most precious treasures is the gravestone of 
Hans von Kuschenbohr from 1684 and a bell cast in the 

The church is very similar to the Church of St. John 
 which was built around the sec-

ond half of the 17th century from the foundation of Adam 
von Frankenberg.

The church, which has a log structure, was built on 
a new masonry base course. A short four-sided front 
tower, which has a post-and-beam structure and its 
walls are covered with vertical boards, was added to 
the nave. The octagonal roof above it is covered with 
wooden shingles.  Similarly to other churches, the sanc-
tuary is shorter and narrower than the nave, and it has 
a three-sided end. A sacristy with a three-sided end and 
a founder’s lodge upstairs which opens to the sanctu-
ary was also added to the sanctuary. External unroofed 
steps lead to the lodge. 

Inside, there is an impressive false barrel vault lowered 
in the sanctuary. Rich interior painting decoration is also 
worth noting. Both the walls and the vaults are covered 
with polychrome. The older of them, from the 18th centu-
ry, covers the walls of the nave and the sanctuary, whereas 
the newer one, from the 19th century, was applied to the 
vault. The interior decoration is completed with Baroque 
and late-Baroque furnishings. 

The Church of St. Mary Magdalene, built in 1679, 
is located in a small village of , north of 
in Sternalice, later, for a short time until 1775, it was 

-
ter more than one hundred years when it belonged to 

Similarly to the buildings described above, this 
church has an exceptionally simple structure and very 
similar internal layout. Similarly, a short, massive, four-
sided tower which has a post-and-beam structure with 

Fig. by author
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slightly tilted walls covered with wood was added to 
the straight nave. The tower has an octagonal pyramid 
roof covered with metal sheet. Just like the other cases, 
the whole church has a log structure with outside wood 
cladding and a massive base course. Both the sanctuary 
with a three-sided end and the nave are covered with 
a shingled gabled roof with two ridge beams. A sacristy 
was added to the sanctuary from the side. All windows 
in the building have segmented heads, most simple and 
most popular in this area.

Inside, the choir supported on two columns has Rococo 
with a false barrel vault, has simple painting decorations 

The Church of St. Margaret in Jamy comes from the 
-

act date of its construction is unknown, the church was 
-

built from the foundation of Count Karol Zygmunt von 

-
es is its squat construction, with straight walls, which is 
a little higher and goes above the level of the nave roof 
The church is also unusual because it does not have sepa-
rate ridge beams above the nave and the sanctuary with 
a three-sided end. Both parts of the church have equal 
heights and one roof with one ridge beam. On the side, 
there is a sacristy with the founder’s lodge upstairs. Exter-
nal unroofed steps lead to it (Fig. 17). 

The choir, whose parapet projects a little in its middle 
section, is supported on six columns. The choir was ex-
tended to the middle of the length of the side walls of the 
nave.

From among the churches described in this paper, the 
church in Jamy is the only one with square window heads 

It should be noted that this group of churches in-
cludes also the church which until 1910 was in ,

-
temporary, masonry Corpus Christi Church. The old 
hospital church, also dedicated to Corpus Christi, which 

-
the inscription on the beam of the side wall. It was built 
in place of a much older church which burned down in 
1624 together with a large part of the town. This church 
also burned down a few years after it was built in the 
original form already in 1645 [10, p. 21].

Of all the churches which existed at that time in the 
county, the plan of this church was the most simple. Its 
sanctuary with a three-sided end was as wide as the nave 
and it had a four-sided turret with a bell. A small sacristy 
was added to the side of the sanctuary. The whole church, 
which was built on a base course, has a log structure. In-

-
ments or utensils in that church [6, p. 230]. 

In 1909 [15], a decision was made to move the church 
in the parish of Stare Olesno and to build in its place 
a new, masonry church. It was also then that the dedica-
was renovated in 1959 [23]. 

Unfortunately, the church does not exist anymore. It 
burned down on the night of the 15th to 16th of August 
1995. It was never rebuilt. A small, masonry temple was 
built in its place. 

There is one more church which also should be men-
tioned. Namely, the almost completely forgotten church in 
the village of . Unfortunately, this church does 
not exist anymore either. It was a church dedicated to St.
Valentine and Bartholomew from around 1600 which 
most probably was built under the patronage of Augustin-
ian friars. The last time the church was thoroughly reno-
vated and remodeled was in 1909–1910. On the night of 
September 27th, 1999, it burned down almost completely, 
most probably robbers wanted to erase their traces.

This was one of the churches which had a simple form 
and shape. As all other churches it was a log structure; 
it had a nave as well as a narrower and shorter sanctu-
ary with a three-sided end and a side sacristy. There was 
a vestibule on the other side of the nave. The whole 
church was covered with a roof with two ridge beams, 
and its small tower, which had a post-and-beam struc-
ture, was fused to the nave with a pyramid roof covered 
with wooden shingles. Above the nave, there was also 
a hexagonal, metal sheet turret topped by a bulbous 
metal sheet cupola. Inside, the church had two founder’s 
towers and a simple choir with no columns. The whole 

The interior of the church had real treasures of art. 
A Baroque high altar from the beginning of the 18th cen-
tury with the sculptures of John the Baptist, Peter and 

side. Inside the church, there were also epitaphs of the 
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Annex – Buildings listed in the register of historic monuments [26]

Summary
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Historic Monuments of Art in Poland
Wooden 

Churches in Silesia

-
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Annex – Buildings from 1960 per Catalog of Historic Monuments of Art in Poland [12]
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Annex – Buildings from 1975 by J. Matuszczak [14]
1. Biskupice – Church of St. Hedwig
2. Borki Wielkie – Church of St. Martin and Bartholomew
3. Boroszów – Church of St. Mary Magdalene
4. Chocianowice – Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
6. Grodzisko – Church of St. Roch 
7. Gronowice – Church of St. Giles
8. Jamy – Church of St. Margaret

10. Laskowice – Church of St. Lawrence

14. Radawie – Church of the Elevation of the Holy Cross
16. Stare Olesno – Church of St. Mary Magdalene 

19. Wachów – Church of St. Lawrence

References

1980.

1897–1945
Opole 2006.

-
sier” 1929. 

-

pp. 6–33.
-

[12]

-
–12.

Olesno

[16] -

Warszawa 2008.
[18] -

-
nictwa

[20]
Olesno 1996.

[21]

-
–71.

-

January 2011].
-
-

-

-
-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-

-

6. Grodzisko – Church of St. Roch 
7. Gronowice – Church of St. Giles
8. Jamy – Church of St. Margaret

11. Laskowice – Church of St. Lawrence
Mary

15. Radawie – Church of the Elevation of the Holy Cross
17. Stare Olesno – Church of St. Mary Magdalene

20. Wachów – Church of St. Lawrence



74

Key words: wooden ecclesiastical architecture, protection of historic 
monuments

- -


